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Message froM the Pastor
 As we approach the 243rd anniversary 
of  the Declaration of  Independence on 
July 4th, we reflect on liberty, freedom, 
and the values on which this country 
was founded. The founders sought 
to experiment with a new form of  
governance where an engaged, informed, 
and participatory citizen could elect their 
representatives, who would act in their 
best interests and in the interests of  the 
nation as a whole. Our right to vote is a 
high responsibility and one that reaches 
beyond our own narrow desires.
 But, is it only my perception or has 
bashing become the principle strategy in 
current political campaigns? Increasingly, 
I have had considerable difficulty determining where candidates really 
stand on issues. The aspirants to state and national offices seem more 
preoccupied with diminishing their opponents than illuminating their 
own positions. Often it seems as if  races are determined by the “negative” 
image of  the competitor, not the quality of  the victor.
 That’s quite a disturbing thought on the state of  public discourse. For 
the leadership of  any institution, including the church, to be determined 
by one’s effectiveness in making opponents look bad is a dangerous 
omen. Character assassination by innuendo and personal attacks replace 
clarification of  issues, articulation of  vision, and maintenance of  personal 
integrity. The result is manipulation, lost vision, and compromised ethics.
 Educating the electorate on substantive issues confronting the state and 
nation are risky, but desperately needed, strategies. Critically important 
matters such as crime, gun violence, health care, tax and welfare reform, 
public education, housing, climate change, transperancy in government 
and the collapse of  community are being treated with slogans and 
personal attacks. Television political ads consist mostly of  bashing 
opponents with cleverly designed, misleading, and sometimes dishonest 
claims, soundbites and images.
 But I have to admit that bashing frequently shows up in churches and 
denominations. It is nearly impossible to have a productive discussion of  
such critical issues as language for God, the meaning of  the incarnation 
and the atonement, the inclusiveness of  the church, sexuality and gender 
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identity, reproductive rights, criminal punishments, etc. The issues have 
become so polorized and politicized that labeling has replaced listening 
and destroying opponents has become more urgent than living the 
kingdom life.
 When bashing becomes a dominant political strategy in the society 
and/or the church, both society and the church are in jeopardy. May God 
help us all to rise above the bashing so that we will be able to celebrate the 
244th and all future July 4ths.

fiNaNCial rePort

Go Fund Me Report June YTD:
Goal: $100,000

Raised Online: $810.00
Raised at Church: $4,585

Financial Snapshot May
Annual Pledged Goal: $300,000
Weekly Pledged Goal: $5,769.00

Where we need to be May YTD: $121,149
As of  May YTD: $105,875



Parking Opportunities on Sunday Morning

On Sunday mornings you may park on Church Ave. as well as on 2nd 
St. The parking garage on Church Ave. has free parking available on the 
weekends as well. There is a parking lot right next to the church as well 
as a second lot just across Luck Ave. If  you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the church office. 

If  you intent to 
utilize the ramp on 
Sunday mornings, 
there are plenty of  
opportunities for 
you to park close 
to the ramp so that 
you have less of  
a walk from your 
car! Especially on 
days with inclement 
weather, make sure 
to utilize one of  
these areas so that 
you can get inside 
quickly!

aNNouNCeMeNts
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Security | Did I lock the door? 
Please help to keep our building safe and secure! 

When you here for a meeting or visit, please make 
sure the door closes securely behind you.  Make sure 

the door is locked when you leave the building
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In 2018, Greene Memorial adopted a Strategic Plan.  Accepting diversity 
in our world was part of  that plan with a specific goal of  reaching out and 
welcoming all.  With this goal and the decision of  the Special General 
Conference of  the UMC held in February a group at  Greene Memorial 
came together to discuss the possibility of  GMUMC  becoming part 
of  the Reconciling Ministries Network.  This organization works with 
churches to become welcoming and inclusive to all especially to those in 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

If  you have been in worship during the month of  June, you are aware 
we have been focusing on inclusivity and what that looks like for Greene 
Memorial UMC.  We have been singing a hymn based on Micah 6:8.  O 
people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he requires 
of  you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God.  The informal group has been meeting to explore ways our church 
can mirror this scripture when opening its doors and welcoming all.  

Being a reconciling congregation includes adopting a welcome statement 
for the church.  Below is a proposed statement that we would like our 
church to adopt.  This is your opportunity to give your blessing or express 
your concerns.  We ask that you read the statement and give us your 
feedback.  We encourage you to read the proposed statement and give us 
your feedback.  Bring the form and drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 
June 30, 2019.  If  you are not going to be in worship, please send the form 
to the church no later than July 10, 2019. You can also email your response 
to: Mary Ellen Campbell at: maryesctt@gmail.com (All reponses will 
remain confidential)

The group members include Mary Ellen Campbell (Chair)  Barry Hensley, 
Colby Rorer, Joe Jolley,  Brett Rosen, Ann Swank, Emily Mayhew, Donna 
Musselwhite and Philip Waltz. : 

PaC uPdate
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disCiPleshiP

Greene Memorial UMC is co-sponsor 
again this year for the Group Weekend 
workcamp This year the event is July 
5-8, 2019. As of  today, we have a 187 
youth from around the country coming to 
Roanoke to do  2 and a half  days of  home 

repairs as well as repairs in some of  our local agencies. If  you or someone 
you know, have any needed minor home repairs, we need additional work 
for the groups coming. They paint, make ramps, decks, etc.  This is a great 
group of  young people that choose to spend some of  their summer helping 
others! Contact Debbie Brown DebbieB@gmumc.org

Join us in July for Vacation Bible School July 14th-July 17th beginning at 
5:30pm! This year’s theme is “YeeHaw: Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift.”

We will have games, storytelling, crafts, and music each night! On 
Wednesday night we will have a rodeo in the parking lot at First Baptist 

Church Gainsboro with relay games, cornhole, and much more fun! 
Dinner will be served each night as well.

Sign up online now at: gmumc.org/vbs

http://gmumc.org/vbs
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The annual Habitat for Humanity trip is scheduled for October  6-12, 
2019.  The group will travel to Avery County, NC (near Boone).  We 
will stay in their community center which has bunk beds, showers and 
a kitchen.  Cost is $225 which covers travel, lodging,  breakfast, lunch, 
several dinners, and work fees to Habitat.  There is plenty of  room so if  
you have friends that want to join us please invite them.  No special skills 
needed only a desire to learn, laugh and work to help provide affordable 
housing  in the name of  Jesus Christ. For more information or to sign up 
contact Debbie Brown (DebbieB@gmumc.org) or Mary Ellen Campbell 
(Maryesctt@gmail.com).

Pictures from our recent trip to Mill Mountain Zoo!
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fiNe arts & worshiP

Summer “Pick-Up” Choir - If  you would like to sing in the 
choir this summer, meet in the choir room (2nd Floor) at 10 AM on 
Sunday mornings to learn an easy anthem for that morning’s service. 
No commitment required, just show up and sing once or every week! 
The ‘pick-up’ choir will go through Sunday, July 28th. Weekly choir 
rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 5th at 7:30 PM. 

Handbell Choir - The handbell choir is off for the summer, but 
you are welcome to come ring with us next season! Rehearsals 
will resume on Wednesday, September 5th, at 6:45 PM. If  you are 
interested in joining, please contact Brandon at BrandonM@gmumc.
org. 

NYC Trip - We still have a couple spots available on the NYC Trip 
for people not singing in the concert. All of  the choir spots are filled, 
but if  you would like to go just for fun and support, you still have 
a little time to register! The dates for the trip are April 22nd-26th, 
2020. Total cost for the trip is $1,195, and a deposit of  $295 is due 
when you sign up. Price includes transportation, accommodations 
(2 per room), tickets to a Broadway show, tickets to the concert at 
Carnegie Hall that our choir will be performing in, and 2 breakfast 
vouchers for the hotel restaurant. 

Mark your calendars for the Annual Candlelight Dinner & Concert 
on Thursday, December 12th, hosted by the Greene Memorial Fine 
Arts Series. The dinner will begin at 5:30, and the concert at 7. The 
concert will feature a program of  Christmas classics and favorites 
performed by The Voices of  Appalachia. Tickets for the Dinner & 
Concert are $38, tickets to the concert only are $18 (not including 
taxes). Tickets will go onsite online and in the church office in July. 
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The Music Man
“The Music Man” at Attic Productions- Brandon Mock will be 
starring as Harold Hill in “The Music Man” at Attic Productions in 
Fincastle this Summer! The show dates are July 25-27, August 1-3 
& 8-10. Shows are at 7:30 PM on Thursdays, Fridays, & Saturdays, 
and also at 2:30 on Saturdays. For more information and ticket 
information, visit: https://www.atticproductions.info

This card was given to Greene Memorial by the Voices 
of  Appalachia in appreciation for all the help and 

support given to this excellent music group!

https://www.atticproductions.info
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Vince Reynolds - July 1st
Samuel Low - July 3rd
Stan Byrd - July 3rd

Luca Facenda - July 3rd
Linda Perdue - July 6th

Jim Vascik - July 6th
Barry Hensley - July 7th

Jeff Amos - July 8th
Kenneth Richmond - July 9th

Leslie Evett - July 10th
Mark Burton July 13th

Ethan Kincer - July 13th
Courtney Kincer - July 13th

John Evett - July 16th

July Birthdays

CoNgregatioNal Care

July Birthdays!
Feel free to send a card with your best wishes.

John Neighbors | July 15th
327 Hershberger Rd. #310 

Roanoke, VA 24012

Becky Leonard | July 17th
4940 Pollyhill Ln 

Roanoke, VA 24019-2700

Laura Norfleet | July 18th
9991 Ridgefield Pkwy Apt 322 

Henrico, VA 23233-3600

Chris Andrews - July 16th
Lucas Carter - July 16th
Dave Mucha - July 17th

Kelly Hastings - July 17th
Phyllis Brice - July 17th

Mitzi Willingsham - July 18th
Gage Reynolds - July 18th
Leighton Rorer - July 18th
Sharon McGee - July 19th
Zachary Davis - July 19th
Colby Rorer - July 20th

Emily Carter - July 22nd
Philip Waltz - July 23rd

Robin Reynolds - July 29th
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suNday VoluNteers
July 28th

Gary and 
Mary 

Elizabeth 
Morris

Steve & 
Linda 
Bailey, 
Emily 

Mayhew

Linda 
Bailey

Need 
Volunteer

Gary 
Morris

Shirley 
Evans

July 21st

Carolyn 
and Eddie 

Barnes

Betsy & 
Chris 

Bohannon, 
Ann Seddon

Ann Seddon

Need 
Volunteer

Kurt 
Stockstill

Barbara 
Devlin

July 7th

George 
Fischer 

and Robin 
Reynolds

Carolyn 
& Eddie 
Barnes, 

Vicki Long

Ann Swank

Need 
Voluneer

Sean 
Cooper

Barbara 
Deviln

July 14th

Pat Quillen 
and Vince 
Reynolds

Joe & 
Marriane 

Jolley,
Caroline 

Rorer

Beth Snead

Need 
Volunteer

Chris 
Bohannon

Shirley Evans

Ushers

Communion 
Stewards

Liturgist

Fellowship 
Time

Bus 
Driver

Car 
Driver

Advocate Reminder: If  your subscription goes beyond 2019, you are due 
a refund! The December 2019 issue will be the last publication for the 
conference magazine. Your latest Advocate had a card inlucded that you 
need to fill out and mail in to get your refund. If  you need any help, please 
get in touch with Kay Jester: 977-5745. Thank you for you interest in the 
publication. In Christian Service, Kay Jester 



July
 suNday  MoNday   tuesday  wedNesday   thursday      friday    saturday

1
10:30am  Prayer 
 Group
5:30pm  Worship 
 Meeting

2
10am Instruments
12pm  Rooster’s  
 Luncheon
6pm SPR Meeting

3

7
9:30am  Sunday 
 Morning Classes
10:30am Worship 
 Service

8
10:30am Prayer Group
11:30am  
 Congregational  
 Care Meeting
6pm  Missions 
 Meeting

9
10am Instruments
12pm  Rooster’s 
Luncheon
6pm  Finance
 Meeting

10

14
9:30am  Sunday 
 Morning Classes
10:30am Worship 
 Service
5:30pm  VBS

15
Newsletter Deadline
10:30am  Prayer 
 Group
6pm  Fellowship 
 Meeting
5:30pm  VBS

16
10am Instruments
12pm  Rooster’s 
Luncheon
6pm  PAC Meeting
5:30pm  VBS

17
5:30pm  VBS

21
9:30am  Sunday 
 Morning Classes
10:30am Worship 
 Service
11:30am  Wohlfahrt  
Haus Dinner Theatre

22
10:30am  Prayer 
 Group

23
10am Instruments
12pm  Rooster’s 
Luncheon
6pm  Evelyn Byrd 
 Circle Meeting

24

28
9:30am  Sunday 
 Morning Classes
10:30am Worship 
 Service

29
10:30am  Prayer 
 Group

30
10am Instruments
12pm  Rooster’s 
Luncheon



July
 suNday  MoNday   tuesday  wedNesday   thursday      friday    saturday

 
63 4

Office Closed  for 
Independence Day

5

10 11 12 13

17
5:30pm  VBS

18 19 20 

24 25 26
10am Caregiver 
Support Group

27
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